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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


Blaby  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  District  for  the  Year  195&. 

The  Vital  Statistics  differ  only  very  slightly  from 
last  year  and  again  present  a satisfactory  position.  I 

have  commented  briefly  on  the  Mortality  Rates  in  the 
relevant  sections  of  this  Report. 

I wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  assisting  me  in  the  compilation  of  this  Report,  and  also 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  and  help  of 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  during 
this,  my  first,  year  of  office. 

I am  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Andrew  C.  Ross, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

285 

305 

590 

Illegitimate 

4 

6 

10 

Totals 

289 

311 

600 

BIRTH  RATE 


14o  3 per  1,000  estimated  population 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

14.1 

15.3 

14.8 

14.2 

14.5 

15.8 

13.9 

17.1 

20.2 

20.6 

16.4 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

19.3 

19.4 

17.2 

16,7 

14.9 

14.8 

14.3 

13.5 

13.0 

14.9 

14.3 

The  Birth  Rate  of  14.3  per  1,000  estimated  population 
represents  a slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year's  figure. 
There  were  600  total  "births  representing  an  increase  of  only 
3 over  last  year. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  steadily  falling  Birth 
Rate  over  the  previous  twenty  years. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.7  per  1,000 
population. 


DEATHS 


Males 

Deaths  from  all 

causes  243 


Females 

243 


Total 

486 
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DEATH  RATE 


10.7  per  1,000  estimated  population 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939  I 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

10.0 

8.6 

9*6 

8.1 

9.0 

i 

10.2 

i 

9.2 

8.9 

10.6 

9.9 

9.5  j 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

10.9 

10.2 

9.2 

9.9 

9.5 



10.0 

1 

8.5 

10.6 

10.9 

12.8 

10.7 

The  Death  Rate  of  10,7  per  1,000  estimated  population 
was  less  than  last  year’s  figure  of  12.8,  In  general  the 
Death  Rate  has  not  changed  significantly  over  the  last  20  years. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  Y\ras  11.7  per 
1,000  estimated  population. 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were:- 

i)  Heart  disease  and  diseases  of 
the  circulatory  system 

ii)  Cancer 

iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  circulatory 
system 

The  incidence  of  these  diseases  can  he  illustrated 
diagramat ically . 


Motor  vehicle  accidents  accounted  for  8 deaths 
during  the  year. 
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DEATHS  PER  MONTH  OVER  POUR  YEARS 


In  the  accompanying  table  the  number  of  deaths 
occurring  in  the  months  of  the  year  are  given.  It  can  be  seen 
that  there  -were  about  as  many  deaths  in  June  and  July  as  in 
November  and  December.  Perhaps  this  does  not  give  rise  to 
much  surprise  as  the  weather  last  summer  was  so  indifferent 
and  inclement. 


MONTH 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

January 

34 

60 

37 

48 

February 

53 

44 

52 

44 

March 

60 

49 

52 

66 

April 

37 

43 

30 

34 

May 

34 

49 

33 

25 

June 

41 

38 

33 

25 

July 

35 

35 

41 

15 

August 

28 

34 

26 

26 

September 

37 

25 

30 

34 

October 

45 

36 

23 

21 

November 

41 

54 

31 

41 

December 

41 

48 

46 

43 

Cancer  Mortality  Rate  (all  forms)  taken  in  triennial  periods 


1928  - 

30  .......... 

1 .1 

1946  - 48  

1.6 

1931  - 

33  .......... 

1.3 

1949-51  ...... 

....  1.8 

1934  - 

1937  - 

36  . » , t t t t t t t 

1 .4 

1952  - 54  ...... 

1.6 

39  .......... 

1.4 

1955  ...... 

.....  1.4 

1940  - 

42  .......... 

1.4 

1956  

1.5 

1943  - 

45  

1.6 

The  figure  for  this  year  was  1.5  per  1,000  estimated 
population.  There  has  been  little  difference  in  the  Cancer 
Mortality  Rate  over  the  last  3 years  and  this  may  well  be  due 
to  a more  balanced  population  after  the  upheaval  of  the  last 
war. 


There  were  63  deaths  from  cancer  this  year.  This 
represents  a decrease  of  9 on  last  year's  figure. 

Cancer  of  the  breast  accounted  for  9 of  these  deaths. 
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Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

15 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

0 

Totals 

10 

5 

15 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 


25  per  1 , 000  live  "births 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945  I 

jd 

27 

4-6 

25 

40 

43 

50 

28 

34 

L*J 

1946 

1947 

1948  1 1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

7~* 

1956  I 

34 

43 

27  | 29 

29 

27 

25 

26 

25 

15 

25  i 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

4 

13 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

0 

Totals 

9 

4 

13 

Neonatal  Death  Rate 

21 o 6 per  1 ,000 

Still  Births 

live  birt-hs 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

6 

17 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

0 

Totals 

11 

6 

17 

Still  Birth  Rate 


10.2  per  1,000  (live  & still)  births 


1 946 

1947 

1948  I 

1949 

1950 

1951  I 

1952  I 

1953 

| 1954 

1955 

1956 

26 

35 

33 

15 

22 

30  | 

27  1 

11 

28 

20 

10 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  Year  1956 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE 

Number  of  Cases  Notified  at  Ages 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

At  all 
ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1-5 

yrs 

5-15 

yrs. 

15-25 

yrs. 

25- 

45 

yrs 

45- 

65 

yrs 

65  & 

up- 

wards 

Scarlet 

Fever 

4 

7 

0 

Yflao  oping 

Cough 

57 

5 

37 

12 

- 

2 

1 

- 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Measles 

111 

3 

31 

77 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Pneumonia 

28 

- 

3 

1 

1 

8 

10 

5 

16 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

o. 

_ 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Dysentery 

115 

3 

19 

50 

8 

23 

12 

- 

0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

° 

" 

_ 

_ 

- 

0 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

5 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

0 

Enteric 

Fever 

0 

“ 

- 

_ 

„ 

- 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

0 

Erysipelas 

*1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

0 

| Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

18 

1 

2 

4 

7 

2 

2 

5 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

0 
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Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Average  per  Year  in  Triennial  Periods 


1931 

1933 

1934 

1936 

1937 

1939 

1940 

1942 

1943 

1945 

1946 

1948 

1949 

1951 

1952 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Smallpox 

24 

Scarlet  Fever 

88 

142 

44 

90 

97 

70 

44 

34 

13 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

101 

74 

131 

I64 

111 

89 

57 

Diphtheria 

12 

36 

27 

42 

13 

5 

- 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

485 

393 

216 

525 

232 

1134 

ill 

Pneumonia 

1° 

10 

12 

24 

20 

27 

30 

46 

74 

28 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

” 

_ 

„ 

3 1 

3 

3 

0.7 

0.7 

_ 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

0.7 

0.7 

1 

0.7 

0.3 

2 

9 

1.3 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

8 

4 

3 

36 

40 

33 

115 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

1 

0.7 

1 

0.7 

_ 

0.3 

0.3 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

4 | 

■Z 

J 

3 

5 

3 

2 

0.7 

1 

2 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

0.3 

2 

1 

0.7 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

10 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

8 

12 

11 

12  | 

13 

7 

6 

6 

2 

1 

General  Comment 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  is  much  lower  than  last  year,  largely  due  to  the  low 
incidence  of  measles . 

This  is  a disease  which  has  a two  yearly  periodicity 
and,  as  during  last  year  it  reached  epidemic  proportions, 
this  year  there  were  relatively  few  cases. 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
dysentery  as  compared  with  last  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 
A scheme  was  started  in  the  County  for  the  immunisation  of 
children  against  this  disease.  It  is  hoped  in  course  of  time 
the  conplete  elimination  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  can  "be 
accomplished,  thus  removing  this  disease  as  a danger  to  child 
health. 
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The  parishes  showing  the  highest  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  were  Glen  Parva  (84),  Countesthorpe  (84) 
and  Brauns tone  (59)« 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  5 deaths  from  a.ll  forms  of  tuberculosis 

this  year. 


The  death  rate  continues  to  decline,  hut  the  number 
of  notifications  tends  to  remain  relatively  static  - (in  1938 
and  in  1956  the  number  of  notifications  was  20). 

Various  reasons  have  been  advanced  to  explaip.  this, 
chiefly,  the  increased  facilities  for  early  diagnosis  and  the 
advent  of  the  modem  anti- tuberculous  drugs. 

Eighteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


Of  these  eighteen  cases  three  occurred  in  children. 
Total  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  Register 


Pulmonary 

Other  Forms 

of  Tuberculosis 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

New  Cases 

Total  on 
Register 

10 

8 

1 

1 

at  31st 
December 
1956 

ill 

103 

24 

14 

TOTAL 

j 232 

40 

B.GeGo  Vaccination 

This  was  given  to  selected  groups  of  school 
children  this  year  between  the  ages  of  13  - 14  years. 
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Immunisation 


Diphtheria 


Numbers  of  Children  Immunised 


Primary 

Re-immunised 

Number  of  babies 
born  during  pre- 
ceding year*  min- 
us deaths  under 

1 year 

Under  5 

5-14 

Total 

1948 

610 

43 

653 

410 

189 

1949 

510 

28 

538 

373 

639 

1950 

423 

37 

460 

263 

623 

1951 

461 

11 

472 

403 

573 

1952 

462 

35 

497 

343 

567 

1953 

364 

21 

385 

370 

553 

1954 

415 

40 

455 

370 

523 

1955 

408 

25 

433 

377 

503 

1956 

480 

6 

486 

330 

587 
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Death  Rates  relating  to  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

(With  comparative  figures  for  England  & Wales) 

Rates  per  1,000  population 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Total 
No.  of 
Notifi- 
cations 

Notifi- 

cation 

Rate 

Total 
No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rates 

Death  Rate 
England  & 
Wales 

1932 

34,290 

kU 

1c  28) 

1.28^1.31 

1.35) 

29 

0.85) 

1 .03^0.90 

O.83) 

0.82 

1933 

35,070 

45 

36 

0.80 

1934 

36,260 

49 

30 

0.74 

1935 

27,100 

31 

1.14) 

0.8ojo.9f 

0.90) 

19 

0.70) 

0.50^0.54 

0.43) 

0.70 

1936 

31,080 

24 

15 

0.67 

1937 

32,230 

32 

14 

0.67 

1938 

33,090 

20 

0.60) 

0o73\0.7£ 

7 

0.21) 

0.52^0.41 

0.50) 

0.62  [ 

1939 

34,290 

25 

18 

0.62 

1940 

34,180 

32 

0.94) 

17 

0.67 

1941 

36,300 

51 

1.40) 

15 

0.70) 

0.48\  0.61 

0.70 

1942 

35,740 

54 

1.51  jl. 33 

17 

0.61 

1943 

35,470 

38 

1.07) 

23 

O.65) 

0.61 

1944 

35,520 

42 

1.18) 

006ojo.79 

°°59) 

13 

0.37) 

0.57 

1945 

35,180 

21 

14 

0. 40  j 0.44 

0.56 

1946 

37,460 

22 

21 

0.56) 

0.53 

1947 

37,170 

25 

O067) 

0, 79^0. 77 

10 

0.27) 

0,54 

1948 

38,050 

30 

11 

0.29^0. 28 
0.29) 

0.88 

1949 

38,360 

37 

0.96) 

11 

0.45 

1950 

39,130 

25 

0.64) 

10 

0.26) 

0.36 

1951 

39,520 

33 

0o  84(0.75 

12 

0.31(0.27 

0.31 

1952 

39,750 

35 

O088) 

10 

0.25) 

O.24 

1953 

39,810 

33 

0.83) 

0.60^0.77 

O087) 

8 

0.20) 

0.20 

1954 

39,800 

24 

4 

0.10^0.13 

0.17 

1955 

40,150 

35 

3 

0.07) 

0.15 

1956 

41,200 

20 

0.48 

5 

0.12 

0.12 
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DEATH  PROM  ALL  CAUSES 


1956 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 o Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

2 

5 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 o Syphilitic  disease 

3 

0 

3 

4„  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

3.  Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

60  Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7c  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

80  Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9c  Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

0 

3 

3 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

3 

7 

lie  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

14 

1 

15 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

9 

9 

1 3 o Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

5 

5 

1 4.  Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

13 

14 

27 

13c  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

1 7c  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

43 

74 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

31 

15 

46 

19c  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

10 

17 

20o  Other  heart  disease 

62 

67 

129 

21 o Other  circulatory  disease 

12 

9 

21 

22 o Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

23c  Pneumonia 

5 

11 

16 

24c  Bronchitis 

8 

6 

14 

23 « Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27c  Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

0 

1 

280  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

0 

4 

30 o Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

1 

31c  Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32.  Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

20 

24 

44 

33°  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

34c  All  other  accidents 

5 

6 

11 

35 0 Suicide 

6 

1 

7 

36  .Homicide  & operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

f™ — ■ ; 

TOTAL 

1 

243 

243 

486 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Blaby. 


Sir,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  this,  my 
fourteenth  Annual  Report  to  you,  dealing  principally  with 
the  technical  side  of  public  health  administration  in  the 
District. 


Although  this  year  there  are  no  high-lights  in  the 
Report,  there  is  nevertheless,  a record  of  gradual  improvement 
in  the  conditions  prevailing  in  our  many  parishes. 

At  last  one  can  see  progress  being  made  in  the 
clearing  away  of  some  of  the  slum  areas  and  unfit  dwellings, 
bringing  not  only  improvement  in  the  housing  standards  of 
the  re-housed  families,  but  allowing  further  improvement 
and  development  in  our  villages. 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  the  administration  of 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  on  the  excellent  co-operation  between  Pood  Traders  and 
others  connected  with  food  supply,  and  the  Public  Health 
Department . 


Again,  I must  esqpress  my  appreciation  of  the 
confidence  and  interest  accorded  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council,  the  co-operation  of  the  other  Officers 
and  the  loyal  assistance  of  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department . 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


John  J.  Galsworthy, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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1 


Y/ATER  SUPPLY 


Mains  Y/ater  Supplies 


Twenty-one  of  the  twenty- three  parishes  in  the 
District  have  piped  water  supplies „ 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  action  and  negotiations 
were  commenced  to  have  mains  water  supply  taken  into  the 
parish  of  Potters  Marston. 

The  remaining  parish  of  Leicester  Forest  YYest  is 
mainly  agricultural  in  character,  with  only  thirteen 
widely  distributed  dwellings  and  farm-houses. 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to  the  various  parishes  hy 
three  authorities 0 


Parish 

Supply 

Braunstone 

Blahy 

Co  shy 

Countesthorpe 

Enderhy 

Glenfield 

Glen  P arva 

Leicester  Corporation 

Huncote 

Kilby 

Kirby  Muxloe 
Narborough 

Whet stone 

Lubhesthorpe  (Part) 

Thurlaston 

Leicester  Corporation 
■under  agreement  with 
Blahy  R.D.C. 

Stoney  Stanton 
Sapcote 

Shamford 

Elmesthorpe 

Wigston  Parva. 

Aston  Flamville 

Blahy  R0D.C„ 

1 Croft 

Croft  Granite  Brick  & 
Concrete  Co0Ltd0 

Qualify  of  Mains  Water  Supplies 


Samples  of  water  are  regularly  taken  from  the  three 
public  supplies  of  mains  water  in  the  District  and  submitted  for 
chemical  and  “bacteriological  examination  to  ensure  that  they  are 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  degree  of  purity. 
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Both  the  Blaby  R.D.C.  and  the  Croft  Granite  Co., 
obtain  their  waters  from  quarry  sources,  and  consequently 
such  waters  are  extremely  hard.  The  Council  is  a 
Constituent  Member  of  the  River  Dove  Water  Board  and  is  to 
receive  a bulk  supply  of  14-6,000  gallons  per  day  in  due  course. 
This  will  enable  the  quarry  source  at  Stoney  Stanton  at  present 
supplying  six  parishes  in  the  Southern  Area  to  be  abandoned. 

None  of  the  waters  in  the  mains  supplies  in  the  District 
has  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Analysis  of  Mains  Water  Supplies  - 1956 


Examination 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satisfactory 

Chemical 

26 

23 

3 

Bacteriological 

30 

30 

0 

Leicester 

Corporation 

Blaby 

R.D.C. 

Croft 

Granite 

Company 

Part 

s per  Million 

Total  Solids 

140.0 

1120.0 

2200.0 

Loss  on  ignition 

80.0 

200.0 

400.0 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.04-9 

0.040 

0.050 

Nitrogen 

2.5 

0.4 

0.5 

Oxygen  consumed  in 

4 hours 

0.6 

0.334 

0.488 

Chlorine 

18.0 

30.0 

62.0 

Hardness 

80.00 

600.0 

1200.0 

pH  8.8 

pH  8.0 

pH  8.0 

Lead  and  Copper 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Bacillus  Coli  44°0 

Absent  in 

Absent  in 

Absent  in 

[ 10  CC*s 

10  CC's 

10  CC3  s 

Shortage  of  Supply 

There  would  appear  to  be  no  real  shortage  of  supply  of 
water  to  the  District,  but,  during  the  year,  complaints  were 
received  of  occasional  inadequacy  of  pressure  in  various  parts. 
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Extension  of  Piped  Supplies 


In  addition  to  extensions  of  water  mains  to  serve 
new  housing  sites,  a small  extension  was  made  during  the  year 
to  serve  10  properties  in  the  Siene  Lane  area  in  Enderby 
parish* 


Piped  water  supply  was  taken  into  13  dwellings, 
substituting  the  former  supplies  from  polluted  wells  * 

Well  Y/ater  Supply 

There  are  few  properties  in  the  mains  water 
supplied  areas  of  the  District  still  relying  on  well  water, 
but  there  still  remain  one  or  two  groups  of  dwellings  where 
the  provision  of  mains  supply  is  desirable  to  replace  the 
present  unsatisfactory  well  water  supplies* 

Examination  of  Well  Water  1 956 


Samples  Satisfactory 

Samples  Not  Satisfactory 

Chemical 

0 

Bacteriological 

1 

Chemical 

3 

Bacteriological 

9 

Action  is  taken  to  have  polluted  wells  closed  and 
mains  water  supply  installed  where  possible* 

Where  no  mains  water  is  available,  an  endeavour  is 
made  to  improve  the  water  supply  by  cleaning  out  the  well* 

Six  wells  were  closed  and  one  well  cleansed  during 
the  year* 


The  following  tables  indicate  the  present  water 
supply  position  in  the  District  and  in  the  various  parishes. 


WATER  SUPPLY  PROM  MAINS 

WATER  SUPPLY  PROM 
WELLS 

Approximate  Number  of| 
Houses  :i 

Estimated 

Population 

Approximate 
Number  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Popu- 

lation 

13,712 

41, 

136 

239 

717 

Direct 
Supply 
to  House 

13,482 

By  Stand- 
pipes 

230 

Direct 
Supply 
to  House 

f 0,446 

By  Stand- 
pipes 

690 
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PARISH 

Humber 

of 

Occupied 

Premises 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation 

Number 

of 

Houses 

on 

Mains 

Supply 

Number 

of 

Houses 
with 
Water 
Direct 
to  House 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Served 

•by 

Stand- 

pipes 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Served 

"by 

Wells 

Aston  Flamville 

40 

110 

33 

33 

— 

7 

Blaby 

1118 

3250 

1110 

1090 

20 

5 

Braunstone 

328A 

9752 

3284 

3282 

2 

0 

Cosby 

858 

1600 

545 

539 

6 

13 

Count esthorpe 

711 

2133 

710 

695 

15 

1 

Croft 

357 

970 

354 

304 

50 

3 

Elmesthorpe 

101 

303 

93 

93 

- 

8 

Enderby 

1310 

3730 

1307 

1292 

15 

3 

Glenfields 

1389 

4000 

1389 

1369 

20 

- 

Glen  Parva 

1147 

35 00 

1145 

1145 

- 

2 

Huncote 

241 

530 

226 

218 

8 

15 

Kilby 

82 

246 

63 

60 

3 

19 

Kirby  Muxloe 
Leicester  ) 

1087 

3161 

1081 

1081 

“ 

6 

Forest  West) 

13 

39 

2 

2 

- 

11 

Lubbesthorpe 

28 

75 

20 

20 

- 

8 

Narborough 

822 

3550 

81 6 

81 4 

2 

6 

Potters  Marston 

12 

36 

1 

1 

_ 

11 

Sapcote 

287 

830 

277 

277 

- 

10 

Sharnf  ord 

198 

594 

192 

192 

- 

6 

Stoney  Stanton 

477 

1432 

475 

439 

36 

2 

Thurlaston 

146 

435 

60 

46 

14 

86 

Whetstone 

530 

1529 

518 

482 

36 

12 

Wigston  Parva 

16 

48 

11 

8 

3 

5 

j TOTAL 

13,951 

41,853 

13,712 

13,482 

230 

239 

2,  SEWERAGE  AMD  DRAINAGE 

Work  is  in  progress  to  provide  main  drainage  for 
Thurlaston  and  part  of  Elmesthorpe s and  when  completed  18  of 
the  23  parishes  in  the  District  will  he  seweredo 

The  sewage  from  these  parishes  is  treated  at  eleven 
sewage  disposal  works  0 


Bla'by  and  Whetstone 
Brauns  tone 

Cosby  and  Narborough 
Gountesthorpe 

Croft  9 Huncote  and  Thurlaston 

Enderby 

Glenfields 

Glen  Parva 

Kirby  Muxloe 

Sapcotej,  Sharnf ord,  Stoney  Stanton  & 
Elmesthorpe 


Kilby 
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The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  small  hamlet  and  parish 
of  Wigs  ton  Parva  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  finances  will  permit  a commencement  at  not  too  distant  a 
date. 


Extensions  and  improvements  have  been  conpleted  to 
the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Enderby  and  7/he t stone,  and  the 
rapidly  increasing  population  of  some  of  the  larger  parishes, 
due  to  the  development  of  new  housing  estates,  has  necessitated 
the  submission  of  schemes  for  the  enlargement  and  improvement 
of  the  sewage  works  at  Brauns  tone.  Count  esthorpe,  Glenf  ields 
and  Narborougho 

Due  to  the  extension  of  sewers  in 

Hinckley  Road,  Leicester  Forest  East,  Kirby  Muxloe, 
Y/arwick.  Road,  Littlethorpe,  Narborough, 

Tournament  Road  and  Treaty  Road,  Glenf ields, 

it  was  possible  to  have  16  cesspools  abolished. 

Pail.  Closet  Conversions 

The  rate  of  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water 
closets  slowed  down  considerably  during  1956,  compared  with 
conversions  made  in  the  preceding  years. 

Nine  ty~f  our  conversions  were  conpleted,  and  42 
pails  abolished  at  houses  dealt  with  by  Clearance,  Demolition 
or  Closing,  giving  a total  of  136  pails  abolished  during  the 
year. 

Since  194-5,  nearly  1,800  pails  have  been  abolished 
and  there  now  remain  only  approximately  500  pails  to  be  dealt 
with. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  nearly  100 
applications  for  conversion  grants  already  approved  but  the 
work  of  conversion  not  commenced. 

It  would  appear  that  the  limitation  of  the  grant  to 
a maximum  of  £'/.  10s.  Od  per  conversion  was  not  sufficient 
inducement  to  owners  to  make  such  conversions. 

The  bare  cost  of  a simple  conversion  is  in  the  region 
of  £30,  and  with  incidental  works  such  as  the  erection  of  a new 
W.C.  compartment,  the  cost  is  often  over  £60. 

By  raising  the  maximum  grant  to  £12.  10s.  Od  in  respect 
of  each  conversion  it  is  hoped  that  the  rate  of  conversion  may 
be  increased  during  next  year. 

The  pail  closet  position  at  the  end  of  1956  and  the 
possibility  of  future  conversions  is  shown  in  the  following 
table 
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PARISH 

Total 

Number 

Houses 

with 

Pails 

Total 

Number 

Sewer 

Avail- 

able 

Approxi- 
mate 
number 
of  Houses 
Scheduled 
for 

Demolition 

Total 

for 

Conver- 

sion 

Aston  Flamville 

15 

_ 

_ 

Blaby 

42 

39 

10 

29 

Braunstone 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Cosby 

28 

22 

1 

21 

Countesthorpe 

35 

35 

5 

30 

Croft 

62 

62 

- 

62 

Elmesthorpe 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Enderby 

39 

37 

18 

19 

Glenfields 

55 

43 

12 

31 

Glen  Parva 

2 

4 

- 

4 

Huncote 

25 

16 

7 

9 

Kilby 

65 

60 

3 

57 

Kirby  Muxloe 

11 

7 

1 

6 

Leicester  F.West 

5 

- 

- 

Lubbesthorpe 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Narbo rough 

14 

6 

3 

3 

Potters  Marston 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Sapcote 

34 

26 

- 

26 

Shamford 

20 

15 

15 

Stoney  Stanton 

86 

78 

10 

68 

Thurlaston 

94 

90 

- 

90 

Whetstone 

91 

74 

8 

66 

Wigston  Parva 

10 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

748 

614 

78 

536 

Pail  closets  throughout  the  District  are  emptied 
weekly  "by  the  Cleansing  Department  and  the  contents  disposed 
of  by  discharge  into  foul  sewers  at  suitable  manholes; 
treatment  at  the  Council's  central  refuse  tip;  and 
occasionally  on  suitable  agricultural  land  for  manurial 
purpose. 


During  the  year,,  principally  in  connection  with 
conversions  and  re-drainage  of  premises,  64  drains  were  colour 
tested,  32  smoke  tested,  and  393  opened  for  examination. 

143  obstructed  drains  were  cleared. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Schools 


Pail  closets  were  replaced  by  water  closets  and  other 
improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  were  carried  out  at 
Kilby  C.  of  E.  School. 

In  connection  with  the  provision  of  main  drainage  in 
Thurlaston,  negotiations  have  been  commenced  for  similar 
improvements  to  be  carried  out  at  Thurlaston  C.  of  E.  School. 
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3. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Cleansing  Department  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  in  every 
parish  in  the  District,  nine  refuse  collection  vehicles  being 
used.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  one  central  tip  in  Thurlaston 
by  controlled  tipping. 

4.  SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  conplaints  recorded  in  the  Register 
during  the  year  was  338.  Defects  or  nuisances  totalling 
614  were  dealt  with  at  210  premises. 

Notices 

Preliminary  or  Informal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

362 

45 

Issued  during  year 

198 

43 

Complied  with  during  year 

266 

47 

Statutory  Action  necessary 

7 

2 

Outstanding  31st  December 

294 

41 

Total  Informal  Notices  issued  241 

Total  Informal  Notices  complied  with  313 

Notices 

Statutory  or  Formal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

2 

0 

Issued  during  year 

7 

2 / 

Complied  with  during  yean 

9 

2 

Outstanding  31st  December 

0 

0 

^ Not  including  20  Statutory  Notices  issued  under  Section  1 1 
Housing  Act,  193&  in  respect  of  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Summary  Action 

A summons  was  issued  against  the  owner  of  a House-Let- 
in-Lodgings  for  non-compliance  with  a Statutory  Notioe  issued 
by  the  Council  under  Section  11  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  1954,  and  a conviction  obtained  at  Court. 

25 


Inspections  and  Revisits 


Bakehouses 
Dairies 
Drainage  Work 
Dwelling  Houses 
Factories  and  Workplaces 
Food  Premises 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 
Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Piggeries 
Movable  Dwellings 
Refuse  and  Accumulations 
Rodent  Infestation 

Schools 

Shops 

Slaughterhouses  (meat  inspection) 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises 

Water  Supplies 

Water  Courses  and  Ditches 

Storage  of  Petroleum 

Unclassified 


25 
73 

1,711 

1,299 

85 

450 

1,360 

23 

1 

10 

23 

35 

320  (excluding  visits 
"by  Rodent  Operative) 
17 
10 

1 ,262 
32 
12 
105 
42 

26 
246 


7,167 

Rodent  Control  3 , 839 

Grand  Total  11, 006 


5.  SHOPS 

The  provisions  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  are 
enforceable  by  the  Council „ 

This  section  provides  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
workers  in  shops,  and  relates  specifically  tos- 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Washing  Facilities 

Lighting 

Facilities  for  taking  meals. 

Although  there  are  322  shops  in  the  District,  the 
great  majority  are  small  family  businesses,  employing  no  shop 
assistants,  to  which  the  provisions  of  this  Section  of  the  Act 
do  not  apply. 
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When  inspections  are  made  at  food  shops  regard  is  also 
given  to  the  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act;  "but  such 
inspections  are  not  recorded  as  Shops  Act  inspections  unless 
some  contravention  of  the  Act  is  found* 

No  contraventions  were  found  during  the  year. 

6.  UNCLEAN  OR  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


Treatment  was  carried  out  in  two  houses  for  the 
eradication  of  bugs. 

It  was  necessary  to  issue  three  informal  notices 
requiring  occupiers  to  clean  up  their  dwellings  which  were 
found  to  be  in  an  unclean  condition. 

7o  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Although  only  certain  sections  of  The  Clean  Air  Act 
1956  came  into  operation  on  20th  December  1956,  nevertheless 
opportunity  was  taken  during  the  year  to  advise  occupiers  of 
factories  of  the  implications  of  the  new  legislation. 

It  must  be  recognised  that  certain  chimney  stacks  in 
the  District  still  emit  dark  smoke  on  occasions,  and  that 
such  emissions  could  be  curtailed  by  improved  plant  and  better 
methods  of  stoking. 

The  emission  of  excessive  smoke  on  numerous  occasions 
from  the  boiler  plant  of  a dairy  premises  necessitated  the 
issue  of  an  informal  notice  resulting  in  an  improvement  being 
made. 


Although  the  smoke  from  the  chimney  stacks  of 
industrial  premises  may  be  the  most  noticeable,  nevertheless 
the  smoke  from  domestic  chimneys  contributes  greatly  to  the 
pollution  of  the  air. 

For  several  years  the  Council  has  installed  approved 
solid  fuel,  fire-grates  in  Council  houses  which  if  used 
properly  keep  down  smoke  emission  to  the  minimum,  and  also 
make  it  a condition  that  such  approved  types  of  grates  be 
installed  in  connection  with  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants 
for  the  reconditioning  of  existing  houses  under  the  Housing 
Act. 


Looking  ahead  with  the  possibility  of  Smoke  Control 
areas  eventually  coming  into  existence,  the  Council  is 
adopting  a Building  Byelaw  requiring  all  newly  erected  houses 
to  be  fitted  with  approved  types  of  fire-grates  and 
appliances  to  minimise  smoke  emission. 

8.  RODENT  CONTROL 

For  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council  maintains  a Rodent  Destruction 
Service,  employing  a Rodent  Operative  provided  with  a light  van. 
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Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  at  private 
dwellings  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  as  a public  service, 
but  full  charges  are  made  for  vi/ork  on  any  business  premises  or 
agricultural  land. 

All  premises  and  properties  owned  by  the  Council  are 
regularly  inspected  and  treated  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  when  found  necessary. 

Inspection  of  Premises 


Description  of  Premises  Total  Visits 


1.  Private  Dwellings  2,660 

2.  Council  Houses  4-04 

3.  Business  Premises  169 

4-.  Farm  and  Agricultural  Premises  382 

5.  Council  Premises  56 

6.  Refuse  Tips  16 

7.  Sewage  Works  152 

Total  Visits  3,839 


Surface  Treatments  1956 


Council 

Premises 

Private 

Dwellings 

Agri- 

cultural 

Premises 

Business 
or  other 
Premises 

Total 

Complaints 

received 

96 

2 

20 

118 

Premises 

Inspected 

° \ 
130 

2,627 

377 

100 

3,234- 

Infe- 

stat- 

ions 

Pound 

Major* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Minor 

13 

122 

31 

14 

180 

Mice 

1 

12 

1 

5 

19 

j Premises 
j Treated 

14- 

1 34 

22 

19 

189 

Bodies  Pound 

159 

126 

not  aval- 
1 lable 

60 

* An  infestation  estimated  to  exceed  ten  rats  is  classed 

as  a Major  Infestation. 


Although  more  inspections  and  surveys  were  made  this  year 
than  in  previous  years,  the  number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested 
was  much  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

This  would  appear  to  indicate  that  rat  infestation  in  the 
District  is  now  being  controlled  to  a constant  low  level. 
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The  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  refuse  tip  of  the 
Council  are  regularly  inspected  and  infestation  controlled 
to  a most  satisfactory  degree. 

Sewer  Treatments 


The  foul  sewers  in  sixteen  parishes  in  the  District 
are  regularly  treated  at  six-monthly  intervals  for  rodent 
destruction  'by  "baiting  in  the  manholes. 

Sewer  Treatment  M2/$6 


Total 

Number 

of 

Manholes 

Manholes 

Baited 

Manholes 

Bait 

Taken 

BLABY 

89 

17 

3 

BRAUNSTONE 

350 

0 

- 

COSBY 

63 

15 

5 

COUNTESTHOEPE 

100 

18 

4 

; CROFT 

58 

12 

7 

EKDERBY 

128 

12 

3 

G-LENFIELD 

167 

0 

- 

GLEN  PARVA 

86 

18 

2 

HUNCOTE 

32 

0 

- 

KILBY 

10 

8 

2 

KIRBY  MUXLOE 

144 

15 

0 

NAEBOROUGH 
( including 
Littlethorpe) 

71 

26 

3 

SAPCOTE 

66 

10 

4 

SHARNFORD 

46 

11 

3 

STONEY  STANTON 

94 

11 

0 

WHETSTONE 

50 

10 

4 

TOTAL 

1,554 

183 

40 

This  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  during  the 
Winter  months,  October  1936  to  January  1957,  only  those 
sections  of  the  sewers,  in  parishes  which  showed  infestation  in 
the  previous  treatment  being  fully  treated,  the  remaining 
sections  of  the  sewers  being  test-baited,  approximately  one 
manhole  in  ten  being  baited0 
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The  sewers  in  Brauns tone,  Glenfield  and  Huncote  were 
not  treated  on  this  occasion  as  no  infestation  was  found  in 
the  previous  test  haitingo 

There  is  always  the  possibility  of  sewers  "becoming 
infested  "by  rats  gaining  access  from  the  surface  via  partially 
completed  drainage  systems  on  new  building  estates. 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION 
9.  MILK  SUPPLY 

Dairies  and  Distribution 

There  are  1 1 registered  dairies  in  the  District  to 
•which  44  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  Satisfactory 
conditions  were  maintained  in  all  premises. 

The  Blaby  Rural  District  is  a Specified  Area,  wherein 
only  Designated  Milks  - Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  may  be  sold,  and  such  milks  only  in  bottles. 

Milk  is  pasteurised  in  carefully  supervised  plants  in 
three  of  the  dairies  in  the  District. 

The  number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was;-” 

Producer-Re  t ailer s 


(milk  produced 

in  District) 

5 

Distributors 

(from  premises 

in  District) 

14 

Distributors 

(from  premises 

outside  District) 

13 

Total 

32 

Milk  Licences 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949, 
the  Council  issued  the  following  licences 


Dealers’  Licences 


Tuberculin  Tested 

- 15 

(Raw  Milk  Regulations) 

Pasteurised 

- 18 

(Pasteurised  & Sterilised 
Milk  Regulations) 

Sterilised 

- 10 

(Pasteurised  & Sterilised 
Milk  Regulations) 
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Supplementary  Licences 


To  Distributors  retailing  milk  in  the  Blaby  Rural 
District  from  premises  outside  the  District. 

Tuberculin  Tested  - 10  (Raw  Milk  Regulations) 

Pasteurised  - 13  (Pasteurised  & Sterilised 

Milk  Regulations) 

Sterilised  - 8 (Pasteurised  & Sterilised 

Milk  Regulations) 

Milk  Samples 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  taken  from  milk 
supplies  in  the  District  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples  195& 


Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satis- 
factory 

1 

( Tuberculin 
(Tested 

13 

10 

3 

Designated( 

(Pasteurised 

40 

40 

0 

TOTALS 

53 

50 

3 

W) 

m \ 

Biological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  taken  from  T.T.  milk 
supplies,  both  produced  and  retailed  in  the  District  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological 
examination,  to  determine  if  any  of  the  supplies  are  infected 
with  M.  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella  Abortus. 

Nineteen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all 
found  to  be  free  from  infection. 

1°.  ICECREAM 

No  icecream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  District, 
but  93  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
icecream. 

Samples  of  icecream  are  taken  when  available  throughout 
the  year,  but  principally  during  the  Summer  months,  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination. 
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At  the  Laboratory  the  samples  are  prepared  and 
subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reaction  Test  and  graded  into 
provisional  grades  varying  from  1 to  4. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  samples  in  provisional 
Grades  1 and  2 may  he  considered  to  he  satisfactory,  and 
samples  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic 
quality  of  icecream,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention 
to  the  hacteriological  results  on  any  single  sample „ Judgement 
should  he  based  rather  on  a series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested 
that  over  a six-monthly  period,  50  per  cent  of  a vendor' s 
samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1 , 80  per  cent  into  Grades  1 or  2, 
not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4. 

Samples 


Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

164 

112 

38 

11 

3 

150  (9l/o) 

14  (9%) 

The  three  Grade  4 samples  were  from  the  same  supply  of 
pre-packed  icecream.  As  the  icecream  was  manufactured  in 
another  District,  the  manufacturers  and  the  local  Health 
Department  were  advised,  investigations  carried  out  and 
further  samples  taken  were  found  to  he  satisfactory. 

11 0 MEAT  INSPECTION 

For  the  purposes  of  meat  inspection,  1,262  visits  were 
made  to  the  12  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  where 
7 S612  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

The  small  amount  of  meat  condemned  gives  an  indication 
of  the  general  good  quality  of  the  meat  supply  in  the  District. 

Although  careful  examination  was  made  during  the 
inspection  of  beasts0  carcases  and  hearts  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  Memo  3/Meat  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  no  evidence  of  Cysticerous 
Bo vis  was  found. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

rotal 
height 
in  lbs. 

Number  killed 

996 

14 

28 

5473 

1099 

_J 

Number  inspected 

996 

14 

28 

5475 

1099 

j All  Diseases  except 

1 tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Yi/hole  carcase 
condemned 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1) 

) 

) 

) 

10) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

1.0% 

I Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 61 

2 

0 

30 

2211 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  & 
cysticerci 

16,2$ 

14.3% 

3.6% 

0.5% 

> 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0) 

\ 

! 

i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

66 

1 

0 

0 

A 

J 

) 

44) 

) 

i 

) 

4%: 

i 

2109 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6b6% 

7.1% 

j « 

Ofo 

1 

i 

. 

j Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by- 
refrigeration 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 
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Condemned  Meat  - Reason  for  Condemnation 


Tuberculosis 


Part  or  Offal 

Bull- 

ocks 

Heif- 

ers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Forequarters 

1 

Heads  & Tongues 

19 

27 

- 

- 

42 

Lungs 

6 

11 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Plucks 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Livers 

5 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mesenteries 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Stomachs 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases 


Part  or  Offal 

Bull- 

ocks 

Heif- 

ers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcase  (Pyaemia) 

. 

“ 

1 

" (Moribund) 

” 

_ 

1 

Loin  (Bruising) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Leg  (Bruising) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Heads  & Tongues 

Abcesses 

1 

- 

<=, 

- 

_ 

Actinomycosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lungs 

Abcesses 

6 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Pleurisy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

<= 

- 

- 

1 

Livers 

Abcesses 

10 

11 

- 

- 

_ 

Cavernous 

Angioma 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cirrhosis 

b 6 

15 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Fascioliasis 

35 

- 

8 

- 

Parasitic 

r 

r 

LI 

10 

34 
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FOOD  PREMISES  AMD  INSPECTION 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955,  cams  into 
operation  on  1st  January  1956,  and  the  occupiers  of  all  food 
shops,  and  other  premises  -where  food  is  sold,  stored  or 
prepared  in  the  District,  were  advised  hy  a circular  letter 
of  the  general  requirements  of  the  new  Regulations  and  their 
co-operation  requested. 

Subsequently,  visits  have  been  made  to  many  of  the 
various  premises  and  informal  notices  sent  setting  out  the 
works  and  improvements  necessary  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

In  general  the  co-operation  of  food  traders  and  others 
involved  has  been  excellent,  and  much  improvement  has  already 
been  made  in  foodshops  and  canteens  in  the  District. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  it  is  often  most  inconvenient 
and  difficult  for  the  occupier  of  a small  general  shop  to  make 
such  improvements  by  way  of  re-decoration,  re-surfacing  of 
floors  and  counters  etc.,  without  great  disturbance  to  the 
business  - and  very  often  the  work  has  had  to  be  carried  out 
in  stages  and  over  the  week-ends. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Improvement  s 


Visits 

Notices 

Notices 

Made 

Issued 

Complied 

Dairies  & Milkshops 

14 

0 

Milk  Vehicles 

29 

0 

- 

Bakehouses 

25 

6 

0 

Butchers  & Cooked  Meat  Shops 

77 

13 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

14 

5 

1 

Icecream  Premises 

145 

0 

- 

Icecream  Vehicles 

1 

0 

- 

Food  Shops 

125 

38 

7 

Cafes,  Restaurants  & Canteens 

30 

6 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

48 

8 

1 

Food  Stores 

11 

0 

2 

Food  Vehicles 

9 

0 

- 

Total  558  76  22 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


Surrendered  and  condemned  food  is  collected  and 
conveyed  in  the  Department's  van  to  the  Council5 s refuse  tip 
where  it  is  properly  disposed  of  by  burying  under  supervision. 
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Foods  Surrendered  and  Condemned 


Weight  (approx) 


307  tins 

Canned 

Meat 

688 

41  " 

tf 

Vegetables 

37 

31  " 

tf 

Fish 

26 

127  " 

tf 

Fruit 

161 

144  " 

If 

Milk 

144 

12  Jars 

Jam 

14 

Frozen 

Eggs 

1,762 

Butcher9  s 

Meat 

115 

Total  Weight  2,947  Its. 


13.  HOUSING 

(a)  new  houses 

The  following  information  relating  to  new  houses  and 
Council  houses  has  "been  obtained  from  other  Departments. 


Houses  completed 
during  year 

Average 
Cost  per 

Average  Rent 
(Exclusive  of 

Prefabricated 

Permanent 

Permanent 

House 

Rates) 

Council 

68 

74 

£1,333 

plus 
cost  of 
roads  & 

sewers 

22/3  d 
per 
week 

Private 

Enterprise 

- 

801 

£1,600/ 

£2,000 

- 

-_____=__3sa83S,„SES;3S3g:s. 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

31  <.12.560 

Council 

- 

12 

- 

- 

Private 

Enterprise 

452 

- 

- 
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Total  Number  of*  Post-War  Houses  Completed 


Council  1 , 291 

Private  Enterprise  2,155 

Total  Number  of  Applicants  for  Council 
houses  at  end  of  year  171* 

* Excluding  1 83  on  Slum  Clearance  List. 

Number  of  new  applications  received 
during*  year  87 

Number  of  Council  Houses  in  District 
prior  to  the  war  (1939)  442 

(B)  INSPECTION  OP  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  YEAR 

1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Act 

and  Housing  Acts).  372 

2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932.  131 

3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  54 

(C)  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act  1936  & Housing 

Repairs  & Rents  Act  1954) 


No.  of  dwelling-houses  No.  of  Persons 
demolished  in  the  displaced 

period  _ 


Unfit  Houses 

Other 

Houses 

1) 

Land  coloured 
pink  and  pink 
hatched  yellow  9 

0 

46 

2) 

Land  coloured 
grey 

- 

- 

(D)  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

No.  of  No, 

Houses 

, of  Persons 
displaced 

Houses 

demolished  or  closed  in  the 
period 

1) 

Housing  Act  1936 

a) 

Demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  inf ormal  procedure 
(Section  11 ) 

17 

46 

*) 

Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 
taking given  by  owners  under 
Section  11  and  still  in  force. 

14 

12 

0) 

Parts  of  building  closed 
(Section  12) 

0 

0 
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No.  of 

Houses  Persons 

displaced 

Housing  Act  1949 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing 

orders  under  Sections  10  (l) 

and  11  (2)  0 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act  1953 

Closed  as  a result  of  Closing 
Orders  under  Sections  10  (l) 

and  11  (2)  12  32 

E.  REPAIRS  in  the  period 

Number  of  Houses 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses 

in  which  defects  were  remedied  during 

the  period  as  a result  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  authority  under 

the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts.  54 

Public  Health  Acts  - action  after 
service  of  formal  notice  - Houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied. 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners  0 

Housing  Act  193&  - action  after 
service  of  formal  notice  Sections  9, 

10,  11  and  16. 


Houses  made  fit 


(a) 

By  owners 

3 

(H) 

By  local  authority  in  default 
of  owners 

0 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1 954 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or 

improved  and  Demolition  Orders 

revoked  (Section  5)  0 

F.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

(Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954) 

Position  at  end  of  period  Number  of  Houses 

(a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary 
accommodation  and  approved  for 

grant  under  Section  7 0 

(b)  Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  0 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary 
occupation  (Section  6) 


0 


G.  PURCHASES  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEKEITT 


Number  of  Houses 


9)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other 

than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in  the 
period.  0 

H.  HOUSING  ACT  1936  - PART  TV  - 
OVERCROWDING 

a)  1 ) Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 


at  end  of  year  1 

2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  1 

3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  6 

b)  1 ) Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  year  3 

2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  1 7 


c)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  local  authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding.  - 

I.  HOUSING  summary 

a)  Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in 

District  13,951 

b)  Total  number  of  Council  houses 

occupied  in  District  1,735 

J.  HOUSING  ACT  1949 

a)  Number  of  applications  for 
.reconditioning  grants 

b)  Number  of  applications  approved  - 

c)  Number  of  applications  refused 

Due  to  financial  restrictions  and  borrowing  difficulties 
with  high  interest  rates.  Improvement  Grants  were  temporarily 
suspended  from  November  1955  and  during  1956. 

There  were,  however,  13  Improvement  Grants  made  during 
the  year  from  applications  received  during  1 955® 

The  Council  recommended  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants 

in  1957o 
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UNFIT  HOUSES  and  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  1 , 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954,  the  Council  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  early  in 
1955  their  draft  Slum  Clearance  Programme  . 

The  programme  envisaged  dealing  with  approximately 
332  unfit  dwellings  within  a stated  period  of  5 to  8 years. 

During  1955  the  first  year  of  the  scheme,  24  unfit 
dwellings  in  3 Clearance  Areas,  and  21  Individual  Unfit  Houses 
were  dealt  with  giving  a total  of  45  dwellings. 

In  1956,  procedure  was  taken  in  respect  of  26  unfit 
dwellings  in  4 Clearance  Areas  and  28  Individual  Unfit  Houses 
giving  a total  of  54  dwellings. 

Having  dealt  therefore  with  99  unfit  dwellings  in  the 
first  two  years,  the  Council  has  kept  up  to  schedule  with  the 
Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

The  Clearance  Areas  represented  in  195&  were : - 

Wigston  Street,  Countesthorpe  - Clearance  Area 

No. 4 - 7 houses 

Welford  Road,  Blaby  - Clearance  Area  No.  5 -6  houses 

Sycamore  Street,  Blaby  - Clearance  Area  No.  6 - 3 houses 

High  Street  (Pages  Yard)  Enderby  - Clearance 

Area  No .7  “10  houses 

In  addition  the  following  action  was  taken  in  respect 
of  Individual.  Unfit  Dwellings: - 

Demolition  Orders  made  in  respect  of  15  houses 

Closing  OpcLers  made  in  respect  of  7 houses 

Closed  by  Undertaking  or  Agreement  6 houses 

As  there  is  invariably  a lapse  of  time  between  the 
confirmation  of  a Clearance  Order  or  making  of  a Demolition 
Order  and  the  re-housing  of  the  occupants  from  condemned 
dwelling  houses,  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
such  houses  may  be  demolished;  hence  only  26  of  the  houses 
in  respect  of  which  action  was  taken  were  in  fact  demolished 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

REPAIR  and  RECONDITIONING  of  HOUSES 

As  in  previous  years,  I regret  again  to  have  to 
mention  in  my  report  the  difficulties  in  securing  the  repair 
and  reconditioning  of  tenanted,  sub-standard  dwelling-houses. 
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Present  circumstances  still  make  it  almost  impossible 
to  deal  -with  such  houses  under  Section  9 Housing  Act  1936,  the 
only  appropriate  Section  under  which  the  Council  may  adequately 
deal  with  the  repair  and  improvement  of  sub- s t andard  houses* 

Although  the  Council,  due  to  financial  restrictions, 
suspended  the  making  of  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing 
Act  1949,  during  the  year,  this  suspension  had  little  or  no 
effect  on  the  position,  inasmuch  that  practically  every 
application  for  Grant  received  to  date  has  been  from  owner- 
occupiers  and  not  from  owners  of  tenanted  houses. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  has  not 
materially  helped  the  position,,  Only  one  application  for 
a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received  from  a tenant  during 
1956  following  notice  of  rent  increase*  As  the  result  of 
the  issue  of  the  Certificate,  the  necessary  repairs  were 
carried  out  by  the  landlord  and  the  Certificate  was 
eventually  revoked* 

It  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  the  controversial 
Rent  Act  due  to  come  into  operation  in  1957  will  provide  the 
circumstances,  which  will  enable  the  necessary  repairs  and 
improvements  to  be  carried  out  to  these  types  of  dwellings 
which  although  sub-standard  could  be  re-conditioned  and 
improved  up  to  the  standard  of  fit  houses* 

14o  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

Although  there  were  no  licensed  caravan  or  canping 
sites  in  the  District,  licences  have  been  issued  under 
Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936  to  23  occupiers  to 
station  and  use  for  their  own  occupation  caravans  in  the 
District* 

The  development  of  a large  works  in  "Whetstone  and  the 
corresponding  influx  of  workers  into  the  District  has 
necessitated  the  licensing  of  several  caravans  brought  into 
the  area  as  temporary  housing  accommodation  pending  the 
erection  of  new  houses,  and  until  alternative  housing  has 
been  acquired* 

Such  position  must  be  accepted,  as  it  is  entirely 
different  from,  another  aspect  of  the  caravan  problem.  I 
refer  to  the  sale  and  use  of  caravans  as  permanent  housing. 

The  adjacent  City  of  Leicester  has  a private  Act 
controlling  the  stationing  of  caravans,  with  the  result  that 
there  is  a tendency  for  persons  buying  caravans  from 
dealers  in  the  City,  seeking  to  site  them  in  the  surrounding 
County  Districts* 
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Whilst  conceding  that  the  modem  caravan  may  t>e 
luxuriously  equipped,  and  in  spite  of  the  assurances  of 
the  caravan  salesman,  a movable  dwelling  such  as  a caravan 
cannot  be  considered  to  be  completely  suitable  for  the 
permanent  housing  of  a family # When  one  has  seen  a sick 
child  in  a caravan  on  a cold  wet  Winter's  day,  one  realises 
the  limitations  of  such  type  of  accommodation# 

Living  in  a caravan  may  be  very  pleasant  in  fine 
weather,  but  the  general  use  of  caravans  as  permanent 
dwellings  is  not  at  all  satisfactory,, 

15o  FACTORIES 

Although  Rural  in  name,  parts  of  the  District  are 
Urban  in  character  and  a considerable  number  of  industries 
are  established  therein# 


The  number  of  factories  entered  in  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  1956  was  177  comprising  the  following  industries 


Boots  and  Shoes 
Leather  dressing 
Leather  washers 
Toe  Puffs 

Electrical  Components 
Photographic  Equipment 
Light  & General  Engineering 
Motor  Vehicles  Repair 
Coach  Building 
Bricks  and  Tiles 
Stone  Quarrying 


Hosiery 

Knitwear 

Dyeing 

Bedding  & Upholstery 
Cardboard  Boxes 
Food  Preparation 
Joinery  and  Sawmilling 
Artificial  Stone,  Concrete 
Products 

Concrete  Pipes 
Sand  Quarrying 


Factories  Acts  1937  and.  194-8 


Premises 

I 

Number  on 
Register 

n_ 

Inspections 

1 

Written  j 
Notices  j 

1 .J 

J Occupiers 

| Prosecuted 

Factories  without 
Mechanical  Power 

6 

6 

- 

i 

J Factories  with 
Mechanical  Power 

156 

57 

1 

1 

| Other  Premises 
! included  under 

Act 

15 

22 

7 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 ”* 

. 

! 

TOTAL 

j 177 

85 

LpJ 

- , 

In  general,  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  factories  in 
the  District  are  good#  Particulars  of  defects  found  are  set 
out  as  follows 2“ 
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Gases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

Prosecution 

Cases 

To  H.M.I. 

From  H.M.I. 

Want  of 
cleanliness 

. 

~ 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary 
Convenience  s 

a)  Insufficient 

5 

6 

5 

b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

5 

5 

<=o 

_ 

! c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 

- 

4 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

10 

15 

5 

’■  1 

- 

Fire  Escape  Certificates 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  34,  Factories  Act  1937, 
the  Council,  is  empowered  to  inspect  factories  to  ensure  that 
the  means  of  escape  provided  in  case  of  fire  are  satisfactory 
and  to  issue  certificates  to  that  effect c 

Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  three  factories 
after  improvements  to  exit  doors  had  "been  made,  two 
certificates  in  respect  of  new  factories,  and  one  amending 
certificate  in  respect  of  a factory  where  alterations  have 
been  carried  out0 

Outworkers 

Section  110,  Factories  Act,  1937  requires  the  occupier 
of  every  factory  to  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the 
months  of  February  and  August  each  year,  copies  of  a list 
showing  all  outworkers  so  employed  by  him  during  the  preceding 
six  months o 
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The  lists  received  show  that  various  firms  in  the 
District,  as  well  as  the  City  of  Leicester  and  Urban  Districts 
of  Hinckley,  and  Wigston,  mostly  engaged  in  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel,  employ  outworkers  residing  in  the  Blaby 
Rural  District. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  noted  at  any  of  the 
addresses  of  these  outworkers,  and  no  case  of  work  in 
unwholesome  premises  was  noted. 

Outworkers  - August  Return  1956 


Nature  of  Work 

1 

Outworkers  employed 

1 

' Outworkers  employed  by 

by  firms  in  District  | 

j firms  outside  District 

Wearing  Apparel 

i 

Hosiery 

19 

161 

! Boots  and  Shoes 

5 

15 

Knitwear 

25 

20 

Gloves 

0 

13 

Clothing 

2 

j 

22 

Total 

51 

231 

r — ' 

| Umbrellas 

0 

1 

Embroidery 

0 

1 

Total 

1 

51 

233 

! 

TOTAL 

1 

284 

There  were  no  cases  of  firms  in  the  District 
defaulting  in  sending  lists  of  outworkers  to  the  Council. 

16.  MISCELLANEOUS  REGISTERED  and  OTHER  PREMISES 


Common  Lodging  Houses  - 0 
Offensive  Trades  - 0 
Canal  Boats  - 0 
Swimming  Pools  - 0 
Pet  Animals  Act  1951  - 0 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 

Materials  Act  - 1 
Knackers  Yards  - 0 
Cinemas  - 2 


17.  STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM 

All  places  where  petroleum  spirit  and  inflammable 
petroleum-based  mixutres  are  stored  are  controlled  by  the 
Council  by  the  issue  of  annual  licences  under  the  Petroleum 
(Consolidation)  Act. 


In  the  interests  of  public  safety  and  fire  prevention, 
the  installation  of  underground  petrol  storage  tanks  and  of 
overground  storage  of  petroleum  mix t Tores  have  now  to  conform 
to  high  standard  specifications. 

Sixty-seven  licences  were  issued  in  195^  in  respect  of 
storage  in  underground  tanks  at  2 6 petrol-filling  stations,  and 
41  private  petrol  and  petroleum  mixtures  stores. 
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Produced  and  Printed  at  the  Offices 
of  the 

Blaby  Rural  District  Council 
Narbo rough,  Leicester. 


